Supernal Song
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Then Moses and the Children of Israel chose to sing this song to HasHeEM, and they

- said the following: =

' Ishall sing fo HASHEM for He is exalted above the arrogant, having hurled horse with its ri

into the sea.

2 The might and vengeance of God was salvation for me. This is my God and | will build H

a Sanctuary; the God of mu father and | will exalt Him.
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At the sea, Moses and the Jewish people understood their
situation as never before. The suffering of the Egyptian exile,
the deception that led Pharaoh to pursue them, the hopeless-
ness they had felt when they were surrounded by Pharaoh,
the sea, and the wilderness; the demands from many of their
own number that they return to slavery, even Moses’ old
recrimination that his arrival in Egypt to carry out God's
mission had only made things worse for Israel — such
doubts and fears disappeared when the sea split and, as the
Sages teach in Mechilta, even a simple maidservant at the
sea perceived a higher degree of revelation than that of the
prophet Ezekiel in his Heavenly vision, described in Ezekiel
chapter 1. To the Jews at the sea, Creation became a sym-
phony, a song, because they understood how every unre-
lated and incomprehensihle event was part of the harmo-
nious score that led up to that greatest of all miracles.

#¥Once they attained that realization, they also became con-
vinced that all the myriad events of the past and future that
they still did not know or comprehend were part of God's
plan, as well. Midrash Tanchuma teaches, because they be-
lieved — as the verse before the Song tells us — they could

Cing. Only when Creation became one harmonious whole in”

their minds and hearts, could the people translate it into a
uman song. As Or HaChaim notes, the Torah says 1%, Then
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they sang, implying that only the miracle at the sea had
enabled Moses and Israel to sing -— only then, when they
gained their new realization of harmony in Creation,
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Moshe and the Children of Israel chose to sing this song to HASHEM
(Shemos 15:1).

Why does the Torah use the word 1, which is in future tense, to
describe a shirah we had sung in the past?

This grammatical issue prompts the Gemara (Sanhedrin 91b) to
cite this pasuk as one of the Biblical allusions to Techiyas Hameisim
4 (revivification of the dead). The Torah is hinting to us that i, in the

future, 1w, we will sing a song of praise to Hashem for bringing the
dead back to life.

But this is not the simple interpretation of the pasuk. Rashi, who

writes (Bereishis 3:8) that he focuses on explaining peshuto shel

mikra (the simple interpretation of the verses), interprets the words

v w_as follows: i, fthen, when they saw the miracles of Kerias)

beqgin to sing shirah.

The Maharal (Gur Aryeh on this Rashi) elaborates on Rashi's
comment, explaining that when a persores heart is filled with elation,
*'he has a need to express his joy in words. The song that emerges
from his mouth originates not from his brain, but from his heart,

Shirah, Rashi is teaching us, is not an act that exists in a vacuum;
itis a manifestation of underlying emotions that have been generated
in the heart. -

By way of example, fever is a symptom of an underlying infection
that the body is fighting. There are external manifestations of the
fever — the skin will be hot, the person might look flushed — but
treating those symptoms will not cure the person. The infection

(Vam Suf, the thought entered Moshe's heart that 1w, he should

that triggered the fever must be eradicated in order for him to get
better.

A Similarly, when a person sings shirah, it's not a mere physical
act of saying words; it's an expression of the underlying emotions
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This idea also explains one other halachah pertaining to the
writing of the shirah. At which point should the style of the shirah
begin? One might think that it should begin with: nxy »2 02 YN
D12 NP7 1237 e I, [ will sing to HASHEM for He is exalled above
the arrogant, having hurled horse with its rider into the sea, the first
words in which we actually begin to praise Hashem for the miracles
of Kerias Yam Suf.

In reality, however, we begin to write in the style of the shirah
from the words »e» wy, which would seem to be a preamble to the
shirah. Why? Bei Chiya explains that based on Rashi's comment,
we can understand this halachah. The words ¥ tn represent the
f hearts of Bnei Yisrael overflowing with emotion, which spurrec

in the heart.

\5 The sefer Bei Chiya suggests that this explains why the Gemara
(Arachin 11a) teaches that shirah must be recited over wine. [On
all occasions in which we recite a blessing to praise Hashem — such
as Bircas Eirusin at a wedding, Bircas Milah at a bris, or Kiddush on

Shabbos and Yom Tou — we recite it over a cup of wine.|

Why is shirah associated with wine?

The Gemara (Eiruvin 65a) states that when wine enters a person,
secrets emerge. A person is ordinarily inhibited, and hides the
emotions he feels in his heart. But when an intoxicated person loses
at least some inhibition, the “secrets” — i.e., the emotions that were
hiding in his heart — bubble to the surface,

»Shirah and wine go together because they reveal a person’s)

internal emotions.
Based on this concept, the Bei Chiya explains an interesting
halachah regarding the way the shirah is written in a Sefer Torah,
Each shirah in Tanach has to be written in a specific style that sets it
apart from the rest of the pesukim. Shiras Hayam is written in a style

o called m 2 9y npa2, resembling brickwork. because each line of

text is written over a blank space in the line beneath it. Actually, as
Rashi points out, there is more blank space than writing.

Why? Bei Chiya explains that this is because of how a shirah
develops. When we sing shirah, we are not merely reciting words that
our brains sent to our mouths; we are expressing the emotions in our
hearts. The spaces in the shirah represent the emotions developing

*in the heart, and the words that follow articulate those emotions.

But why is there more space than written text? :

[b Anyone who has had the privilege of speaking at their child's
bar mitzvah or wedding understands this. We are so filled with
simchah on sudch occasions that even as we attempt to express our

(happiness in words, we know that we are falling short, because there)
a

re no words that can do justice to the full gamut of overwhelming
emotions we feel in our hearts.
7“ The spaces in the shirafi are larger than the lines of text because
the emotions those spaces represent are greater than the words we
have to express them.

them to sing shirah. These words are not a preamble, then, but ar
“integral part of the shirah.
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their song in the future tense (referring to the joy ol the heart that
prompted it).**"

It seems that song is more than just an expression of thanks;
more than just a recognition of the miracle; and more than just
words of praise. It is the spontaneous eruption of a heart ablaze
with ecstatic joy. True song can not be uttered until the soul begins
to soar high on wings of inspiration. When a person_begins to
contemplate the miracles of Hashem, and the dreat love that the
Creator has for us, he realizes how close we really are to our Fathet
in Heaven. The heart then pours forth an unguenchable outburst of
joyous song. This is, as as we are taught, 7inn KK 170 W 0K N
22% 2wy i — “Man can only sing when he is moved by joy and
good heart."**® The source for this is from the pasuk, %7 12y M3
2% amwn — “Behold, My servants will sing from good-heartedness,”**

Above, we cited the Midrash, which states that generation

after generation passed, yet none of our forefathers ever sang tc
Hashem, until Bnei Yisrael sang Shiras HaYam. What was unique
about the splitting of the sea, that it inspired joyous song, the likes
of which the world had never before known?
;}/ When we merit to see the connection between the many subtle
details of Hashem's Providence, the pieces of the puzzle are drawn
together, and the “big picture” of His plan for us becomes clear
We then realize that we have seen not just one isolated miracle
but a vast framework of countless miracles, which have guided.
supported, and protected us and otr forefathers from generation
to generation.




&
N
Bnei Yisrael witnessed many amazing miracles, throughout the
Ten Plagues and the Exodus from Egypt. However, the “big picture”
of Hashem's plan for salvation was still unclear to them. When the @‘-5) G-Bﬁf- 9

Egyptians chased them to the shore of the sea, they found them- it
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selves trapped. with the sea an impenetrable wall before them,

murderous hordes of enemies behind them, snakes and scorpions s 11 TKI73 WIRD D N3W1 790 YW maE TTWR b PRY I 0Kps
encroaching from both sides, and the guardian angel of Egypt WY MR 270 Dwp Inn 3T 03 g
swooping down on them from above. They cried out to Hashem to 12081M A7apn W 130 NTe) WK TN BY W DTR R2BNRWI AW Y0 0w 50
save them, and then. suddenly, an unforeseeable avenue of escape Y7372 M7 131p3 WY T WPY INEW '3 TYTanw MEnnn 7 oA Mo Yo N
opened before them. They passed through the Yam Suf on dry Wilmw nn 093 JoK' KD OX pim 12°KDY INRWI NO5A IRIIW 7193 MIWN KN XY DR 0V
land, and their enemies drowned before their very eyes. a2 NOR TP S WY AW NCD DRT ANTR™MD
MOnlv then did they have the peace of mind and clarity to look 7725w N3 AR IWK? NIAY A2K? TIBRN 131 27120 7HPE TL W 275 12 712

hack and see the guiding hand that had been w1th ther_n all along,  yxm ®5% ,0™INK? IPRY 1ER XY NI AnRY N0 b K723 W DR 16N I wn!

Only then did they realize that the suffering they had experienced ygyn x% oxw bz nrEIE2 BUEHTAW M Taih 13 K9X NN FbED KD — TK? oo ¥
in Egypt was all part of Hashem's master plan for their ultimate 07pni? 1907 K5 2b7 mwan IR Y37 vsn
good. Only then did the pieces of the puzzle come together.

Hashem's kmgdom became firmly cstabﬁshed on that day, as He

anw 107 nwa syav A

and our hearts burst forth in gxuﬁl[aﬁnﬁt,sogg. p =31 --Tut n7ga nwe ‘[DW a‘g\
s (®) vl
Wlmfﬁs we can understand a subtle distinction made by the P S vR DN WH YT TRI (PR IR NLN ROOR WITR3
Ran, who asks why we say Hallel on Seder night, 1r’{‘apparent con- bxyw® 537 KPIBI KYATR TIM LD ATWA [pRI YD PR XA
tradmmn to thmeral rule that Hallel is rec:ted only by day. The NWID TM¥ 7 0MI2T AW PW IT¥ 10T OXY 77W NAW T naw npY
Ran explains that in the context of davening, Hallel is “recited” ‘rnv-;‘p q5nn) NAWT DRV MM RYR 7700w naw ®aponh nne
(5‘7"!1 nx T"ﬂ?) This is done only bV day Oon Seder ﬂgh[ however, i -gi} ITW‘??J RIT AW Y b9 Y 19NN iyt == s Wy )
Hallel is not just recited. It is _@;ngaaaspomaneoumulbmst of joy. nYYYR Y31 newp nmnon crn Yo hw pane 93 »whwsd
and enthusiasm, from the hearts ¢ of those who were redeemed on g‘ln'l AMBTS TARWa 257 PIAm T8 0NN W0 DUWY) AT

this holy night, and rejoice now as did their forefathers long ago.
an wpnn 973 0o mm i — “This song will be for you, on the
night that the Festival is sanctified” ( (Yeshayahu 30:29).
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This is the reason there are so many angels present on Shabbos,
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The First Man — Preparing for Shabbos & 33 "8/ M
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hymn (berachos preceding Shema), we sing zemiros. We sing more naIN ﬂmf:m NN 7 1‘:31;\0 nm> 'm MINONI YD 1»::\9'11*1 :;mm "
during teﬁllah and With zemiros at thE Shabbos’*:able. The more we Nn‘n)n] TJ_\UD Jo W RT3 DY SvoR) RYOE T Y _"ITT'I\’J -

¢ [7"y nbwa
sing, the more we are connected to the angels who serve Hashem

with song.

We can understand the secret of the angels’ singing when we
examine when the Jewish people sang. The Torah records two
times when we sang. Both were immediately after being saved from

with every single Jew being escorted home by two angels. We
greet them by singing m1wn ox9m 039 019w —

peace upon you, O
ministering angels. We recite a long Kedushah during the Shacharis
and Musaf prayers that alludes to the angels? and how we imitate
their service. Just as their service involves singing, NX 0NN OY1N
TPT AW .00 — and they all open their mouth ... in song and
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Iife_~threatening danger when we expressed our thanks to Hashem

SN D39pY_nyT 09wy Dy Ton A’apn nwy oNEn noyn
MIMNRD NNT NN N AN DN MMNI /77 IMNPIY MM NNINND
AV TYIM MDD AN RKINY Py

33
"IN

for continuing to maintain our lives in all situations. The first time
(Shemos 15:1) was after we went through the Sea, thus fleeing
from the Egyptians: 987w 2121 nwn 1w 18 — then Moshe and the
Children of Israel chose to sing. The second time (Bemidbar 21:17)
was when we were saved from an ambush: nvwin-nx 981w P IR
N770Y IR 9V NRIN — then Israel sang this song: Come up, O well,
announce it! There we thanked Hashem, both for savmg us from the .

PRtk D!

n%wa nwAn

ambush and sustaining us with water. We see that when we came

close to death and were given renewed life, the feeling of our life .

# force from Hashem caused us to burst into song.

—————

H‘ll& teeling, knowing tlmt the I“\. force is constantly granted

by Hashem, is the reason why the angels are constantly wmpelled

to sing to Hashem. What we experienced on those two occasions

is felt by them in each moment of their existence — so they are
plways singing. The Jewish people in the desert were close to the

level of angels, and this feeling of dependence on Hashem caused

them to burst into song as well. On Shabbos we have an extra

soul, a neshamah yeseirah. This gives us the same ability as the an-

gels to feel how Hashem is Lonstmtlygvmg us our life energy.

3s

Shabbos, the day of song, takes the universe back to mwx13, when
the Heavens and the Earth were one.* The Tikkunei Zohar explains
that rearranging the letters of the word n*wraa forms the words
W AR — He desired song. Hashem “desired,” as it were, to hear

THE SONG OF SHABBOS

the song of Creation. Why is Creation a time of song? Song is
an expression of the feeling that Hashem is the sole source of life
and existence, and WK1 corresponds to that feeling. On Shab-

bos, we on Earth strongly feel our extra neshamah, an additional

feeling that life is from Hashem, and so we join forces with the

angels to all sing together.

Singing and bowing on Shabbos are both an expression of the
unity between Heaven and Earth because they are both an expres-
sion of the same feeling: Hashem is the sole source of life. When
we feel this on the Earth, we join in bowing and singing with the
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heavenly legion that constantly feels it and is always singing and
bowing. In the End of Days, the Heavens and Earth will be locked
together forever, both of them always feeling Hashem’s life force.
This is what King David meant in Tehillim (66:4): MAw? yIRA 72
991 19— all the earth will bow to You and sing to You; bowing

and singing go hand in hand.

114 GOLDEN APPLES — Shemos

"\ FROM RECOGNITION TO SPONTANEOUS SONG:
THE INSPIRATION TO SING PRAISES

e While emunah and the mesorah of thesgvos formed the foundation

from which the shirah arose, the simplest understanding of the event

is that Hashem saved the nation through a great, open miracle. Thus,

the people were inspired to sing His praises. Rashi notices that in

the words az yashir, there is a grammatical anomaly that teaches a

lesson. The Sifsei Chachamim explains that az, whieh means “then,”

portrays something that happened in the past, whereas yashir, which

is in the future tense, literally means “will sing.”

Rashi explains that it was after the people saw the miracle that

the desire to sing shirah entered their hearts. Their realization of

Hashem’s salvation was in the past, albeit only a few moments, and
the shirah was in the future, albeit the imminent future. By stating
az yashir, the Torah focuses on this infinitesimally brief moment

(
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between thought and action. To understand why, let us look more

A Y MR e ATRR Y KR 273 mPYsnam nneRn ' /e

losely at the nature of shirah as a form of praise to Hashem.
Tanach records very few times that the Jewish people sang a
shirah to Hashem. What differentiates this rare entity that we call
shirah from “regular” shevach — the praises any Jew can say in his
tefillos?

«+ The answer is that shevach comes from an intellectual aware-

ness of the virtuous, praiseworthy traits of a person, event, or set of

circumstances. Similarly, just like everything born of the intellect,

shevach has limitations. The extent to which we should praise some-

thing is restricted both by how worthy it is and also by the degree

to which we can genuinely appreciate its value. Thus, we can praise

a mathematical genius, but since we don’t actually understand his

work, our praise would fall far short of the reality.
39 Shirah comes from a different place within us. There are times

when a person reads or hears an idea that awakens something

within them. His feelings are stirred, and his heart is aroused to
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sing. When this happens, the experience serves as a springboard,
and a surge of inspiration launches him toward something entirely

new.
The paradigm for shevach is the praise we say to Hashem when

we bring bikkurim. It is a straightforward, factual recital of every-
thing Hashem has done for us. When we say shirah, however, we
do not limit ourselves to facts. Jnstead we experience an overflow

N
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of emotion that simultaneously encipsulates the past, present, and

future, We feel, in essence, "It is You, Hashem, and it's always been

You, and it will always be You.”

This is what Rashf is telling us when he writes: “When they saw
the miracle, the desire entered their heart to sing shirah.""® At that
moment, their hearts overflowed, and they burst into a song that

\;itranscended this singular event, grasping a truth infinitely more

' awesome than what theit eyes had witnessed.
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When a person is physically unwell, writes the Chareidim
(Mitzvah 73), then he takes medicine. Often, the medicines come
with side effects that bring discomfort or pain, but there are also
natural remedies, herbs or grasses, and they bring healing with-
out any negative side effects.

Similarly, he continues, when it comes to the illnesses of the
soul caused by sin. Some aveiros require sigufim and taaneisim,
afflictions and fasting, to be cleansed, while others can be healed
naturally -~ how? The Chareidim brings a list of segulos, various
practices that can purify and cleanse a person without causing
him physical pain or anguish.

One of those segulos is for one to recite Shiras HaYam with sirm-
chah and enthusiasm, feeling as if he himgelf had just experienced
the neis at the Yam Suf!

The Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni 254) understands the words von
mwn, Moshe led the people (Shemos 15:22), as a reference to the

e = - -

fact that Moshe Rabbeinu led the people away front their aveiros,
bringing them to teshuovah.

The shirah of Az Yashir is eternal. nx 9%t »a mwn s mw
MKE TR T2 nXT e, And Moshe and the Buei Yisrael sang
this song to Hashem and they spoke, saying (ibid. v. 1). The extra
word "nxY, saying, is understood by the Zohar Hakadosh to mean
“to allow others to sing.” The pathways opened then are acces-
sible to every Yid, at every time. “They said,” and that allows us
to say.

Anyone who experiences a neis and sings shirah, says the
Midrash, expressing their thanks in song, will similarly experi-
ence wechilah and be cleansed, tapping into the koach generated
then. This is what the Chareidim is basing himself on — singing
shirah heals a perfon from his aveiros without any effects, because
the wonders that happened by the Yam Suf live on.

g I ; -

5 hidduchim don't always go easy, Parnassah doesn’t always go

easy. Chazal tell us that they are indeed difficult — as diffi-

cult as the splitting of the sea (Sotah 2a, Pesachim 118a). Why

is this mashal necessary? Why must we know that it is difficult?

The reason, says the Rashbam, is so that a person should know to
invest time and effort in davening accordingly.

But on the day we read about this neis of Krias Yam Suf, then
we can certainly daven for help in those areas which are com-
pared to it! The Beis Avraham of Slonim would tell those waiting
to find their zivugim to recite the entire Sefer Tehiliiin on Shabbos

_Shirah!
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